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Amendments To The Claims: 

1. (Withdrawn) A removable loading tool for use with a catheter assembly, the loading tool 
comprising: 

a body, the body defining a substantially hollow chamber, the substantially hollow 
chamber having a first portion and a second portion, the first portion having a first diameter sized 
to contain at least a portion of the catheter assembly having a stent mounted thereon, the second 
portion having a second diameter less than mat of the first diameter, the body constructed and 
arranged to protect the at least a portion of the catheter assembly and the stent from undesired 
contact or damage during loading of a guide wire into the catheter assembly. 

2. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the first portion of the substantially hollow 
chamber defines a first opening and the second portion of the substantially hollow chamber 
comprises a second opening, the first opening having a diameter sufficient to allow passage of 
the catheter assembly having the stent mounted thereon, the second opening having a diameter 
smaller than the first opening, the diameter of the second opening being sufficient to allow 
passage of a proximal shaft of the catheter assembly. 

3. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 further comprising a neck portion the neck portion 
connecting the first portion of the substantially hollow chamber to the second portion of the 
substantially hollow chamber. 

4. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 3 wherein the neck portion defines a neck portion 
diameter, the neck portion diameter tapering from the first diameter to the second diameter. 

5. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 3 wherein the neck portion is constructed and 
arranged to engage the at least a portion of a catheter assembly having a stent mounted thereon, 
thereby preventing the at least a portion of a catheter assembly having a stent mounted thereon 
from migrating from the first portion of the hollow chamber to the second portion of the hollow 
chamber. 

6. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the body is constructed from at least one 
material of the group consisting of. metal, polymer and any combination thereof. 
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7 (Withdraw) The loading tool of claim 1 ftrther comprising an inside surface, the inside 
surface being immediately adjacent to the body and defining at least the first portion of the 
substantially hollow chamber, the inside surface comprising a polymer material, the polymer 
material constructed and arranged to protect the stent from damage dming manipulation of Hie 
catheter assembly. 

8. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 7 wherein the body is constructed from a different 
material than the inside surface. 

9. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 7 wherein the body is constructed from a the same 
material as the inside surface. 

10. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 7 wherein the stent is a drug delivery stent, the 
polymer material being inert relative to a drug being delivered by the drug delivery stent. 

11. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 7 wherein the polymer rnaterial is characterized as 
being lubricious. 

12. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the body further comprises a gripping 
surface, the gripping surface comprising at least one surface feature of a portion of an external 
surface of the body, the gripping surface selected from at least one surface feature of the group 
consisting of, a textured surface, a surface coating and any combination thereof. 

13. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the body further comprises a first half 
and a second hal£ the first half and the second half being separable from one another. 

14. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 13 wherein the first half and the second half are 
separable along a common seam, the first half being hingedly connected to the second half along 
at least a portion of one side of the common seam, the first half and the second half being 
constructed and arranged to hingedly move between an open position and a closed position. 

15. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 13 wherein the first half and the second half define 
the substantially hollow chamber in the closed position. 

16. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 3 wherein in the open position the first half and the 
second h*1f arc engaged along only one side of the common seam. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 3 further comprising at least one fastening device, 
the at least one fastening device, the at least one fastening device removably engaging the first 
half to the second half in the closed position. 
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18 (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 16 wherein the at least one fastening device is 
selected from at least one member of the group consisting of: at least one fastener, at least one 
screw, at least one tab, at least one clip and any combination thereof. 

19. (Withdrawn) Tbe loading tool of claim 1 wherein the first diameter is about 0.5 ramto 
about 5 mm. 

20. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the first diameter is about 0.7 mm to 
about 3.8 mm. 

21. (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the second diameter is about 0.2 mm to 
about 4.9 mm. 

22- (Withdrawn) The loading tool of claim 1 wherein the second diameter is about 0.4 mm to 
about 4.5 mm. 

23. (Currently Amended) A catheter assembly comprising: 

a catheter, the catheter having a catheter body defining a guide wire lumen, a 
proximal region and a distal region; 

a stent, the stent being disposed about at least a portion of the distal region of the 
catheter body, the at least aportion of the distal region of the catheter body and stent defining a 
first diameter region of the assembly and at least a portion of the proximal region adjacent to the 
distal region defining a second diameter region of the assembly, the first diameter region having 
an outer diameter greater than that of the second diameter region; 

a removable guide wire loading tool, the tool being disposed about the at least a 
portion of the distal region of the catheter and at least a portion of the proximal region of the 
catheter, the tool having a tool body, the tool body defming a substantially hollow chamber, the 
chamber having an inner surface region, the inner surface region defining a first portion 
removably chaining the first diameter region and a second portion removably containing the 
second diameter region, the first portion having an inner diameter greater than that of the second 
portion! 

the inner surface region further dgfminp a substantia lly hollow neck portion in 
fluid commimication with the first portion of the substa ntially hollow chamber and the second 
pnrHrm of the substantial v hollow chamber, the neck portion comprising a neck port ion 
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24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) Hie catheter assembly of claim ^^herein the tool body is 
constructed and arranged to protect the stent positioned on the at least a portion of the distal 
region of the catheter from undesired contact or damage during loading of a guide we into the 
guide wire lumen. 

26. (Currently Amended) The catheter assembly of claim 34-23_wherein the tool body is 
constructed and arranged to protect the stent from undesired contact or damage during loading of 
a guide wire into toe guide wire lumen, 

27. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein at least a portion of the 
stent comprises a coating, the coating is selected from at least one member of the group 
consisting of: drugs, genetic material, cells, a non-genetic therapeutic agent, a polymer matrix 
having a therapeutic component, and any combination thereof. 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the first portion of the 
substantially hollow chamber defines a first opening and the second portion of the substantially 
hollow chamber comprises a second opening, the first opening having a diameter sufficient to 
allow passage of the catheter assembly having the stent mounted thereon, the second opening 
having a diameter smaller than the first opening, the diameter of the second opening being 
sufficient to allow passage of a proximal shaft of the catheter assembly. 

30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 30 wherein the neck portion is 
constructed and arranged to engage the at least a portion of the distal region of the catheter body, 
thereby preventing the at least a portion of the distal region of the catheter body and stent from 
migrating from the first portion of the hollow chamber to the second portion of the hollow 
chamber. 

• 33. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the tool body is 
constructed frem at least one material of the group consisting of: metaL, polymer and any 
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combination thereof. 

34. (Previously Presented) THe catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the inner surface region 
corresponding to at least the first portion of the chamber comprises a polymer material, the 
polymer material constructed and arranged to protect the stent from damage during manipulatton 
of the catheter assembly. 

35. (Previously Presented) Hie catheter assembly of claim 34 wherein the body is constructed 
from a different material than the inner surface region. 

36. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 34 wherein the body is constructed 
from a the same material as the inner surface region. 

37. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 34 wherein the stent is a drug 
delivery stent, the polymer material being inert relative to a drug being delivered by the drug 
delivery stent. 

38. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 34 wherein the polymer material is 
characterized as being lubricious. 

39. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the body further 
comprises a gripping surface, the gripping surface selected from at least one surface feature of 
the group consisting of, a textured surface, a surface coating and any combination thereof. 

40. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the inner diameter of the 
first portion of the inner surface region is about 0.5 mm to about 5 mm 

41. (Previously Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the inner diameter of the 
first portion of the inner surface region is about 0.7 mm to about 3.8 mm. 

42. (Previously-Presented) The catheter assembly of claim 23 wherein the inner diameter of the 
second portion of the inner surface region is about 0.2 mm to about 4.9 mm, 

43. (Withdrawn) The catheter assembly of claim 1 wherein the inner diameter of the second 
portion of the inner surface region is about 0.4 mm to about 4.5 mm. 
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